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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

034003 

R 091445Z JAN 76 
FM AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6660 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 

UNCLAS SAO PAULO 0064 

PASS COMMERCE OMP/PED/BIC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTIO, BR 

SUBJECT: TRADE OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM (TOP); EVALUATION 
REF: 75 STATE A-6912 

1 . IN FY 1975 THE SAO PAULO TOP PROGRAM, DUE TO EXTREMELY HEAVY 
TRADE PROMOTION ACTIVITIES AND REDUCED STAFFING, WAS REFLEXIVE, 
RESPONDING TO REQUESTS FROM THE BRAZILIAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY. 

ONLY FIFTEEN TOS WERE PREPARED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR; NONE WERE 
SUBMITTED IN FEBRUARY, THE MONTH SELECTED FOR THE SAMPLE ON THE 
FORM. THEREFORE, THIS TELEGRAM IS IN LIEU OF THE FORM. HOWEVER, 
BEGINNING JULY LAST YEAR WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ACTIVATE THE PRO- 
GRAM BY CONSCIOUSLY SEEKING OUT TRADE OPPORTUNITIES. SO FAR IN 
THE PAST SEVEN MONTHS THIRTY-TWO TOS AND ONE GOVERNMENT TENDER 
HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED. ALTHOUGH IT IS TOO EARLY TO JUDGE EFFECTI- 
VENESS OF THIS PROGRAM, INITIAL RESPONSE FROM U.S. FIRMS AND 
LOCAL BUSINESSMEN HAS BEEN VERY GOOD. THE POST HAS ENDEAVORED 
TO MAKE TOS AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE AND, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS, 
RESPONSES FROM U.S. FIRMS HAVE ALSO BEEN SPECIFIC. THE INITIAL 
REACTION OF THE LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO THE TOP HAS BEEN VERY 
FAVORABLE AND WE KNOW OF AT LEAST ONE CASE WHERE BUSINESS HAS 
RESULTED. 

2. A POSSIBLE, BUT WE BELIEVE, LESS EFFECTIVE ALTERNATIVE TO TOP 
WOWLD BE GREATLY EXPANDING COMMERCIAL LIBRARY FACILITIES THROUGH 
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EVALUATED BY THIS POST. IT IS STILL MORE CONVENIENT FOR MANY 
BUSINESSMEN, IN SAO PAULO AT LEAST, TO REQUEST TOS BY PHONE 
OR BY LETTER THAN RESEARCH CATALOGS AT THE CONSULATE. IT IS ALSO 
OUR BELIEF THAT AN ADEQUATE COMMERCIAL REFERENCE FACILITY AT 
THE POST AND A RESPONSIVE TOP COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER AND BOTH OF 
THESE EFFECTIVE PROMOTIONAL TOOLS SHOULD BE KEPT AND STRENGTHE- 
NED. 
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